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importance, and town lots were already run up to comparatively
high prices. The committee soon ascertained that the object
of their mission could not be obtained at Milwaukee; the means
within their control were too limited to make a purchase of
real estate sufficient for a colony.

While at Milwaukee the committee learned that there were
several points on the Lake shore, towards Chicago, capable of
being rendered of commercial importance, which were yet
unoceupied by claimants; they accordingly proceeded south,
carefully exploring such points, as seemed to afford any natural
advantages for the construetion of a harbor. The first locality
which claimed their favorable notice, was at the mouth of Root
river, afterwards called Racine; but here the lands, bordering
on the river, had already been claimed by Capt. Gilbert Knapp,
Mr. Barker, Mr. Hubbard and others. These gentlemen had
already made preliminary arrangements for laying out a town,
but were disposed to sell out their claims. The committee
finally entered into an agreement with Capt. Knapp, by which
they were to pay $2,700 for the claim to the lands on which
the principal part of the city of Racine now stands. A mis-
understanding, however, occurred before the bargain was legally
consummated ; much unpleasant feeling too, was subsequently
manifested between the parties to the contract; difficulties also
arose between the individual members of the committee, which
were afterwards a source of much embarrassment to the Com-
pany’s operations. A tendering of the money to Capt. Knapp
for the Root river elaim, was put into the hands of Judge P. D.
Hugenin, who, after holding it for some time, and seeing no
prospect of its being aceepted, deposited it in a bank at Chicago.
The committee being unable to perfect the agreement with Capt.
Knapp, two of their number (Towslee and Roberts) returned
home to consult with the Company as to further proceedings,
while Turner remained at Racine, to look after the unsettled pur-
chase. The Company called a meeting of the stockholders at



